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Australian poet, Mike Leigh entertains his young audience at the Mere Festival
DETAILS FROM: Sue Holgate on 01353
668438 or visit http://vzone.virgin.net
/linda.curry/jclaresociety.htm
KING’S LYNN FESTIVAL: 18-31 JULY: A general
arts festival featuring orchestral and choral
music, classical recitals, literature, theatre, jazz,
exhibitions and children’s events. This year’s
festival will also include a literary dinner.
DETAILS FROM: Joanne Rutterford on 01553
767557,
via
email:
enquiries@klfestival.freeserve.co.uk or visit www.k1festival.freeserve.co.uk
KING’S LYNN FICTION FESTIVAL: 12-14 MARCH:
Events are held at the Town Hall in Market
Place Square. Combinations of talks,
readings and discussions. Guest speakers
include Louise Doughty, DJ Taylor and
Adam Thorpe.
DETAILS FROM: Anthony Ellis on 01553
691661
LANCASTER LITFEST: DATES TO BE CONFIRMED:
The festival concentrates on poetry and
fiction and this year features a range of
commissions, film programmes and
workshops alongside readings.
DETAILS FROM: Andy Darby on 01524
62166, via email: all@litfest.org or visit
www.litfest.org
LEDBURY POETRY FESTIVAL: 2-11 JULY: This
festival features contemporary poets,
actors and media personalities. The
festival also includes exhibitions, music,
talks,
workshops,
an
extensive
educational programme and a free town
party. The poet-in-residence for 2004 will
be Mark Doty.
DETAILS FROM: Dr. Charles Bennett on 0845
4581743, via email: charles@poetryfestival.com or at www.ledburypoetry
festival.freeserve.co.uk
LEOMINSTER FESTIVAL OF ARTS: 3-13 JUNE: A
general arts festival with music, talks, films,

tours and some literary events. Specifics
not yet confirmed.
DETAILS FROM: Chris Sansom on 01568
612874,
via
email:
cjsansom@ukonline.co.uk
or
visit
www.leominster-festival.com
THE LEWES LIVE LITERATURE FESTIVAL: 31
OCTOBER – 2 NOVEMBER: The Lewes Live
Literature this year revolves around two
main programmes of work: a variable
spring season covering activities from April
to June (including events as part of the
Brighton Festival) and the intensive threeday Lewes Live Literature Festival with
guest speaker Alexei Sayle.
DETAILS FROM: Mark Hewitt on 01273
401100, via email: info@leweslivelit.co.uk
or visit www.leweslivelit.co.uk
LIBRARIES LIVE F ESTIVAL: OCTOBER: This
festival held in west Yorkshire celebrates
the joys of books, reading and libraries.
Details for the 2004 festival will be
available from March.
DETAILS FROM: Jane Finlay on 01484 414921
or visit www.kirklees.gov.uk/ libraries
LONDON BOOK FAIR: 14-16 MARCH: Over its
three-day open period, LBF provides the
latest product and title launches. Plus, it
tackles bookseller issues in free focused
seminars at Olympia. DETAILS FROM:
www.lbf-virtual.com
LONDON INTERNATIONAL POETRY AND SONG
FESTIVAL: NOVEMBER: Dates to de decided
closer to the event. A weekend of poetry
and music featuring international poets
and musicians.
DETAILS FROM: Richard Deakin on 0208
674 9311 or via email: richard@
achillesprod.demon.co.uk
LOWDHAM BOOK FESTIVAL: 12-19 JUNE: A
festival including nationally-known fiction
and non-fiction writers, poets, plays and

music. In addition to the public events
there is an associated schools programme
and a year-round programme of literary
events in the village. The theme for the
2004 festival is ‘Travel’. The festival will
culminate in a book fair.
DETAILS FROM: Ross Bradshaw on 0115
9774435, via email: ross.bradshaw@
nottscc.gov.uk or visit www.lowdham
bookfestival.co.uk
MERE LITERARY FESTIVAL: 11-17 OCTOBER:
Since its inception in 1997, the festival has
grown in popularity with something for
everyone including the children. Sir John
Keegan has shared programme billing with
Old Time Variety, Sir Harrison Birtwistle
with Peter Goodwright, Harry Potter
activities with an oral history project.
Events start on the second Monday of
October and conclude on Festival Sunday
with the adjudication and Award
Ceremony for the festival’s writing
competition. The organisers are delighted
that best-selling novelist Katie Fforde has
agreed to be this year’s senior judge.
The 2004 programme is still at the
planning stage but events confirmed are:Friday Oct 15: The Oscar Wilde Show with
Neil Titely Saturday Oct 16: Workshops:
Mike Stares (Journalism), Della Galton
(Writing for Woman’s Magazines)
Talk: Dr Andrew Murrison M.P and
Sunday Oct 17: Award Ceremony with
Katie Fforde The festival is organised by
volunteers from the Mere & District
Linkscheme (Reg.Charity No:1062328) to
fund its work in the community.
MLF, Lawrences, Old
DETAILS FROM:
Hollow, Mere, Wilts BA12 6EG (don’t forget
to include an sae) or log on to
www.merewilts.org.uk
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WRITERS GROUPS
OPEN FESTIVAL OF WRITING: 3-5 SEPTEMBER:
NAWG festival is now in its eighth year and
has come to be recognised as one of the
foremost events in the UK literary calender.
A core of participants return every year while
many new clients arrive to swell the ranks of
aspiring and learned writers.
Held in the university college of St Aidan’ s
in the beautiful Durham countryside, there is
a tempting choice of workshops, covering
poetry and all matters prose, great food and
an option for en-suite bed study.
There, among a hundred or so other
writing enthusiasts, tutors - all experts in
their own field will be on hand with advice:
Stephanie Baudet, Steve Bowkett, Alison
Chisholm, Doris Corti, Kathleen McCreery,
John Jenkins, Jane Wenham-jones, Brian
Lister, Mario Petrucci and Ken Rock.
Those attending the festival will enjoy a
Gala Dinner while witnessing the winners
of the annual creative writing competitions
receive their awards. There is a chance to
show off your prowess as a performer at
Afterglow - a celebration of talent.
The June issue of Writers’ Forum will carry
a section devoted to the Festival, complete
with a booking form.

21

